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Institution Discussions 


In our Second Institution Number last week we gave the 
Industry a full and authentic report of the discussions 
and other proceedings at the 7ist Annual General 
Meeting, the completeness and accuracy of which 
brought, as usual, congratulations from many quarters. 
While the work and the quantity of material become 
heavier year by year, it is gratifying to know that the 
Industry continues to appreciate—indeed depends upon— 
the ** Journat ” for a verbatim report, which serves 
as the record until the publication of the Official Trans- 
actions, and, we have good reason to know, as a reliable 
reference for very many years after. 

The Institution discussion in these days, like most of 
the other proceedings, has come under a system or 
scheme of organization which, in our view, cuts out 
much that was superfluous, and produces more carefully 
thought-out comments on the papers than was formerly 
possible. When each speaker knows in advance what 
his allotted time will be, we do not think that much is 
lost to the world; rather do the speakers say what is 
worth saying in many fewer words, and give their ideas 
in proper sequence which is easier far to follow than 
some of the rambling discourses of other days. While, 
too, we have always been inclined to set our editorial face 
against prolonging the Institution Meeting beyond its 
normal limits by inviting subsequent written contri- 
butions to the discussions, we have to confess that it is 
perhaps a smaller evil than ‘‘ prolonging the agony ” 
of a single session to the point where interest flags and 
the timetable is desecrated. It gives the man who has 
something useful to say, but who has not mastered the art 
of public speaking, an opportunity of making his con- 
tribution to the proceedings and the common good. 
Where such contributions are not to the common good, 
we trust the powers that be will find means, perhaps in 
gentler fashion, of exercising that one last privilege to 
which editors of trade papers tenaciously cling of being 
able to regret that they cannot make use of the contri- 
bution “so kindly ” offered. Otherwise we see, in 
written discussions, a grave menace to the safety of gas 
engineers’ bookshelves. 

We cannot in any case agree with those who main- 
tain that the “ orderliness *? of the proceedings leads to 
lifeless and stereotyped discussions. We may be able to 
forecast fairly accurately those who are likely to appear 
on the platform on each paper. On the other hand, the 
chances are that most of them will be the best qualified 


to do so, and we do not desire a return to the days when 
heads were bobbing up at the same time in all parts of 
the hall in an attempt to catch the President’s eye. 


Two Camps 


It is obvious from the discussions which took place 
on the three papers which were presented giving impres- 
sions of the Gas Industry in America that members of 
our own Industry here are in danger of falling into two 
camps. One is keenly in favour of re-organizing the 
Industry in Great Britain on the lines followed in 
America. This camp wants one British Gas Association 
to represent all the interests of the Industry and to 
voice the findings through a single mouthpiece. Those 
who hold this view are of opinion that with one Associa- 
tion the Industry could the better present a united front 
against competition and could make its presence felt 
much more in discussions with outside bodies and with 
Parliament. They believe, too, that co-operation within 
the Industry would be more effective, that overlapping 
of work of the different bodies would be eliminated, that 
possible staff reductions could be made while efficiency 
at the same time would be increased, and that any 
internal friction or jealousy, any desire of one or- 
ganization to precede another, would be avoided. Now 
this is a very tall bill, and one which followers in the 
other camp are sure contains quite unnecessary items. 
It will be realized that there can be no compromise 
about this matter; and it is essential that it should be 
discussed freely and a settled line of policy agreed to. 
The time for discussion is now. i 

We have mentioned that all three papers presented at 
the meeting were in favour of one Association, and it 
must be remembered that these papers were the result 
of personal investigations of American conditions in 
America. This in itself would be a good argument for 
an Association if it were not for the fact that others who 
also had the same facilities for investigation, and on 
American soil, came to the conclusion that a change in 
the organization of our Industry—the merging of the 
separate national bodies into one—would be detri- 
mental to the progress of the Gas Industry in Great 
Britain. All concerned are agreed on one point—that 
there is a great difference between conditions in America 
and conditions over here. The vast distances between 
undertakings in America constitute an example which 
necessarily favours the A.G.A. organization, 





A Comparison 


At this stage ii may be of service if we set out some of 
the problems at issue as a guide to our readers in forming 
an opinion as to the advisability or otherwise of the 
establishment of a British Gas Association. Let us 
begin by outlining very briefly the lines on which the 
American Gas Association is constituted. It has a 
President and a Vice-President, a Treasurer, a Managing 
Director, an Assistant Manager, a Secretary, a Depart- 
mental Vice-President, and half-a-dozen Sectional Vice- 
Presidents. These Sectional Vice-Presidents are Chair- 
men of the various committees into which the Association 
is divided. All except one of these committees has one 
Vice-Chairman and one Secretary, the Manufacturers’ 
Section alone having two Vice-Chairmen. The sections 
themselves cover the following activities: Natural gas, 
a section which is of no concern to this country; 
accounting; commercial, which includes publicity; in- 
dustrial; manufacturers; and_ technical. Different 
tasks are, of course, allotted to the appropriate depart- 
ments, just as different tasks are the function of the 
various bodies comprising the British Gas Industry. 
The difference is that the American departments are all 
under the wing of the one American Gas Association 
Incorporated. 

The American Gas Association, to which is affiliated 
the Canadian Gas Association, is maintained by levy on 
the undertakings based on 1d. per consumer, plus con- 
tributions from the manufacturers of gas appliances and 
apparatus. Membership is open to any individual con- 
nected in any way with the Gas Industry regardless of 
qualification or position. One thing, however, must be 
at once clearly recognized in any discussion of the possi- 
bilities of a single comprehensive Association in this 
country. There must remain, as a separate body, the 
Institution of Gas Engineers. It is unthinkable that the 
Gas Industry would consent to throwing lightly aside the 
admitted advantages and privileges conferred upon it by 
the Royal Charter, granted after so much effort. The 
Charter has enormously raised the status and prestige of 
the Institution as a professional body, and the com- 
mercial organization which is visualized by the pro-Gas 
Association party could never be an efficient substitute 
in many directions. As we see it, therefore, though 
many of its present functions might be merged in the 
suggested national body, the Institution must always 
remain as a professional body, for an Association, as a 
commercial undertaking, could not hope to obtain a 
Charter. The qualifications for membership of the 
Institution are well-def.ned and stringently enforced, with 
the result that there is co-operation between the Board of 
Education and the Institution on the vital matter of 
educating the present and future personnel of the Indus- 
try. To-day, to be a member of the Institution of Gas 
Engineers has more significance professionally than it had 
prior to the granting of the Charter. 


A Dispassionate Survey 


Ler us survey dispassionately the present organization 
of the Industry. There are four main bodies: The 
National Gas Council, the Institution of Gas Engineers, 
the British Commercial Gas Association, and the Society 
of British Gas Industries, with a smaller body, the Gas 
Companies’ Protectior Association, looking specifically 
after the interests of company-owned undertakings. The 
work of these national bodies is, it is suggested, clearly 
defined. One would not think, for example, of going 
to the National Gas Council for a solution to an efiluent 
problem, or to the Institution to assist in a question 
concerned purely with advertising. The Society of 
British Gas Industries has, in collaboration with the 
Institution of Gas Engineers and other outside organiza- 
tions, largely through representation on the committees 
of the British Standards Institution, done extraordinarily 
good work in formulating specifications for plant and 
materials used in the Gas Industry. 

A Joint Co-Ordinating Committee representative of all 
the bodies of the British Gas Industry has recently been 
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set up, and it would be more than useful if they would 
come out into the open for the benefit of members of 
the Gas Industry and explain frankly and without icar 
exactly where the overlapping in work takes place, if, 
indeed, it does take place, in what way the staffs of the 
various bodies could be re-organized with the aim of in- 
creased efficiency, and to what extent the work at present 
being carried out is redundant. Jealousy, for example, 
has been hinted at, but to the onlooker it is difficult io 
appreciate why someone in charge of an investigation 
into, let us say, the addition of sodium carbonate to co.] 
should be jealous of another responsible for advising tle 
Gas Industry on such matters as rate structure or legal 
and parliamentary procedure;’ or why advice on way- 
leaves, for instance, should arouse any ill feeling among 
a committee planning an exhibit of refrigerators. We 
quite definitely want to know about this overlapping, 
and exactly how a British Gas Association could give a 
lead which our separate organizations in well-planned col- 
laboration could not in effect provide. 


Support from Within 


Own all counts the Gas Industry must so organize itself 
that the best results are achieved, and the support for 
any and every organization must come from within th 
Industry. A Gas Industry Dictator would be a sorry 
object if his commands were not enthusiastically received 
and his ideas carried out whole-heartedly in practice. 
At the present time it must be admitted that internal 
support of any of the organizations in being in the British 
Gas Industry is not what it should be, but one has to 
ask oneself whether greater individual enthusiasm would 
be aroused by a British Gas Association. It may be 
argued that the edicts of such an Association would be 
regarded with more respect than the edicts formulated 
by the present organizations of our Gas Industry. This 
is a point for discussion, and there surely must be a 
large section of our readers who believe that the recom- 
mendations of our Industry on any particular matter 
could not be strengthened by a mere name; and there 
must be many, too, who cannot seriously believe that 
the general public of Great Britain or the administrators 
of the country really care greatly whether there is one 
Association or fifteen, provided they get good service 
according to the times. 

The point we have to thrash out is whether or not the 
present organizations are at loggerheads. We need con- 
structive criticism in this as in all other matters, and 
without an occasional kick any organization is liable to 
become static. Competition ever before us, however, 
must be a driving force whipping up the Industry, and 
hence its organization, into the desire constantly to im- 
prove upon itself. 


An Answer Needed 


OnE other point. It may be suggested that the setting- 
up of a single British Gas Association would make 
possible the establishment of a central testing labora- 
tory to undertake the work of certifying appliances and 
engendering thereby in the public a desire to purchase 
only such appliances as the Gas Industry knows to be 
safe and efficient. But it is hard to understand what 
lies in the way of a central testing laboratory irrespec- 
tive of a single Gas Association. It is hard, too, to 
appreciate why so little has been done by the Gas Indus- 
try to date to standardize methods of testing, and so on, 
so that gas undertakings in one part of the country can 
arrive at comparable results with gas undertakings in 
other parts of the land. Here there is a definite need 
for more co-ordination, and we are of opinion that it 
could be put in hand at once. 

For the moment we will leave the question, Is it 
really desirable for the progress of our Industry that 
there should be a British Gas Association with a 
Managing Director? It is a question which must be 
answered openly without fear or favour. Its importance 
is too apparent for any hole-in-the-corner business, and 
there is no room in the Gas Industry, in view of the 
fierceness of competition, for two camps, 
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The Nation’s Housing Needs 


Or the problems confronting the country to-day it might 
be said that the three most important are those of un- 
employment, housing, and taxation, and, though they 
are not inseparable one from another, probably the 
order in which they are here placed is the correct one. 
All have been dealt with in our columns as occasion has 
made this necessary; but at the moment it is the second 
of the three to which we would like to make brief refer- 
ence, based upon the first report of the Council for 
Research on Housing Construction, the topic dealt with 
in which is ** Slum Clearance and Rehousing.” Apart 
from its national aspect, this is a subject with which the 
Gas Industry is directly concerned, and from this aspect, 
also, attention may be properly directed to the report 
in these columns. For the benefit of those readers who 
may wish to study the report in greater detail than it is 
possible to deal with it here, we would mention that it 
has been published for the Research Council by Messrs. 
P. S. King & Son, Ltd., Great Smith Street, London, 
S.W. 1, at the price of 10s. 6d. 

In the introduction to the report it is stated that the 
Council for Research on Housing Construction had its 
origin in a number of private investigations, separately 
undertaken, but directed to the common end of reducing 
the costs of housing through the fuller use of modern 
structural methods and materials. These investigations 
had principally been undertaken by the British Steelwork 
Association and Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd. A 
valuable background was available in research work 
which the British Steelwork Association had already 
carried through, in co-operation with the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, resulting in the intro- 
duction of new national standards for steel-framed con- 
struction. But it early became evident that structural re- 
searches alone were not enough, and that little effective 
progress could be made unless the other main aspects of 
the housing problem—social, administrative, economic, 
financial, legal, and architectural—were examined at the 
same time in a properly co-ordinated scheme of work. 
It was accordingly decided to embark on this broader 
inquiry, and to invite the co-operation of a wide range 
of persons engaged in all branches of housing work. 

The Council was, and has remained, essentially a body 
of individuals acting in their personal capacities, and not 
as representative of other bodies. It is therefore in 
no way claimed that the views and recommendations set 
out in the report are any more than the results of a con- 
scientious and co-ordinated study by a body of individuals 
severally experienced in some part or other of the 
housing field, and united by a common desire to assist 
in fulfilling the nation’s housing needs. The Earl of 
Dudley is Chairman of the Council, and among the mem- 
bers is Sir David Milne-Watson. There are a number of 
separate Committees and Panels—including an Elec- 
trical Services Panel and a Mechanical Services Panel, on 
the latter of which are, among others, Mr. R. J. Rogers 
and Mr. J. E. Benham, B.Sc. 


A Gigantic Task 


GLANCING at some of the figures in this first report of 
the Council of Research on Housing Construction one is 
impressed by the magnitude of a task which has arisen 
largely through the unequal density of population. In 
an address last month to a B.C.G.A. conference at 
Leicester, Sir Percy Alden, Chairman of the British 
Institute of Social Service, said that at. the present 
moment there are 100,000 persons living in basement 
dwellings in London, and that with all the building 
which is going on there are still vast numbers of people 
who are overcrowded. This is a state of affairs which 
has got to be remedied, and that with the minimum of 
delay. Dwellings have got to be provided fit for wage- 
earners to live in; and, once more quoting Sir Perey 
Alden, * it is obvious that these houses must need the 
amenities and the conveniences which gas undertakings 
can supply.” 

Now let us turn again for a moment or two to the 
Research Council’s report, to get some idea of the 
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number of these dwellings that ‘* must need the amenities 
and the conveniences which gas undertakings can 
supply.”” The Council hazard the estimate that an 
annual production for Great Britain of 250,000 dwellings 
for at least five, and probably ten, years is not incom- 
mensurate with the need, provided that of the 250,000 
at least 200,000 are for working-class population, and at 
least 150,000 are built to let at rents within the rent- 
paying capacity of the lower-paid workers. In view of 
slum-clearance programmes and normal wearing-out, &c., 
of existing property, the production envisaged will not, 
of course, represent a net increase of 250,000 houses a 
year, but it does mean an enormous amount of new work 
and business, of which the Gas Industry must be careful 
to secure a full share. 

What form are the new dwellings likely to take? Well, 
a photographic supplement to the report gives examples 
which have been chosen to show how, in the largest 
cities both of Britain and of the Continent, tenement 
flats are being used to provide sufficient and convenient 
dwelling-space for very dense populations and, at the 
same time, to leave ample open space for playgrounds, 
public gardens, and uncongested traffic routes. The 
pictures begin with the contrast of old and new—the 
slums and the tenement housing that has taken or may 
take their place—and then show, by examples from 
London, Liverpool, Berlin, Leipzig, Hamburg, Paris, 
and Rotterdam, the varying ways in which the archi- 
tects, the builders, and the town planners of different 
countries have developed the use of tenements, not only 
for the satisfaction of housing needs, but also with the 
wider purpose of recreating in more healthy, more 
efficient, and more beautiful forms ‘** the unwholesome, 
congested, and ugly towns which still deface every 
industrial country.’’ 

The section on hot water, heating, and cooking ser- 
vices is suggestive. The Council say that the most 
suitable positions for gas fires flues have been shown in 
all their plans, but choice between gas and electricity 
and between many possible types of equipment must be 
made on local considerations of relative costs of supply. 
Though on this point there is much accumulated experi- 
ence available, the possibilities of a suitably centralized 
system for the supply of hot water and heating have 
been far too little explored, and nowhere in this country 
is there any adequate experience available. The Council 
have, however, made as thorough ‘an investigation as 
possible of this particular matter, and they refer to a 
system which has been developed from the detailed study 
of their Mechanical Services Panel. The system is 
operated from a central boiler house, hot water being 
circulated through a primary pipe system which rises 
vertically through the linen cupboards of the various 
flats and connects in the lower part of each cupboard 
with a heating coil placed in a 20-gallon calorifier. An 
essential feature is a simple method of rationing by which 
each flat is given a supply of hot water, at a tempera- 
ture of about 150° F., automatically limited to 30 gallons 
a day; but on appointed washing days the supply could 
be suitably augmented. In addition to this rationed 
supply, hot water could be made available for room heat- 
ing through radiators. 

On the subject of Electrical Services, the Council re- 
mark that “ the system of electric lighting which we 
recommend for working-class flats does not call for any 
lengthy comment.”” We should like to have seen gas 
lighting referred to, but absence of reference to it should 
act as an additional incentive to our Industry to get 
busy; for we learn that in innumerable cases, for one 
good reason or another, “ wage-earners prefer gas.” 


The Tenants’ Choice 


As has been shown, the Gas Industry directly comes in 
upon this housing problem because the tenants will re- 
quire both light and heat, and now that the way is on 
the point of being cleared for gas to enjoy general free- 
dom of action in connection with council houses one 
great difficulty has been removed. We say that “‘ the 
way is on the point of being cleared,” because in the 
House of Commons last Friday evening the Gas Under- 
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takings Bill was read the third time, and passed, with 
amendments, and in its final form it includes the sub- 
stance of what has become known as the “ Kettering 
Clause.”’ 

As Dr. Burgin (Parliamentary Secretary to the Board 
of Trade) pointed out in the debate—when referring to 
this clause granting freedom to council houses tenants 
in regard to the form of light, heat, power, or energy 
to be supplied to them—the clause is one for which the 
Gas Industry has asked, and there are now several in- 
stances of Private Acts of Parliament embodying a clause 
carrying into effect. this intention. He added that the 
Board of Trade have been in general sympathy with such 
a clause, and that when the matter came before the 
House of Commons a year ago, in connection with the 
Gas Light and Coke Company’s Bill, there was a general 
debate upon the matter, in the course of which the 
House made it clear that it approved of a clause of this 
type. There was, however, some objection raised at 
that time to a matter which ought to form part of the 
general legislation appearing in a Private Bill. Now 
the opportunity offers itself, the Government have in- 
cluded a clause in a General Bill, worded so as to meet 
as far as possible objections raised by the Association 
of Municipal Corporations and the Urban District 
Councils Association. 

An amendment to leave out the clause had been put 
down by Mr. Rhys Davies (Labour), and after Mr. 
Davies had spoken Mr. Oswald Lewis said that the 
whole purpose of this clause was to support the principle 
of the right of a tenant of property owned by a local 
authority to enjoy the benefit of any public utility ser- 
vice available. It was, he went on, found that a number 
of local authorities who owned housing estates and also 
electricity supply undertakings, but who did not own 
gas undertakings, had sought to prevent tenants on their 
housing estates from using gas. His attention had been 
called to some 56 cases in which this had been done to 
a greater or lesser degree. A canvass was taken in three 
of these cases. At Taunton, out of 580 houses to which 
the Corporation would not allow gas to be supplied, the 
tenants of 515 said they wanted gas. At Barnsley, out 
of 250 houses, the tenants of 190 said they wanted gas. 
Then at Honiton, out of 28 houses, the tenants of 27 
said they wanted gas. 


New Uses for Gas 


In the ** JournaL ’’ for June 6 last we published an 
account of the all-gas installation at the Central Baths, 
Burnley, which undoubtedly is a tribute to the enter- 
prise of the Burnley Gas Department. Commenting on 
this use for gas we urged other gas undertakings to look 
into the possibilities of applying gas to this purpose. 
In the ** JourNna ”’ the following week was a letter from 
Mr. Arthur Valon, who, while not desirous of detracting 
from the force of our recommendation, pointed out that 
the figures of cost given are not very encouraging. The 
Burnley Gas Department is getting only 2}d. a therm 
for the load; and Mr. Valon suggested that there are 
not many places where the cost of manufacture would 
make such a price practicable. We well appreciate, of 
course, that to offer gas at what may be termed a 
normal price would be a waste of time, but there must 
even to-day be several undertakings in this country 
which could reasonably contemplate selling gas for such 
a purpose at about 2}d. We have in mind those con- 
cerns taking coke oven gas. Also it should be pointed 
out that the running costs of the Burnley Baths with gas 
are actually cheaper than with solid fuel, without 
assessing the value of a far more efficient service, and 
the fact that the staff can be more usefully employed in 
attending to the bathers. 

Our main purpose in the article upon which Mr. Valon 
commented was to emphasize the need for investigating 
new uses for gas and for undertakings to be aware of 
what can be done and to benefit from the experience of 
others. We do feel that the Industry in general has 
attacked the price problem from the wrong angle. It 
has been too concerned with the average price and has 
paid insufficient attention to anticipatory costing. We 
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want the best price we can get for gas, of course, ‘ut 
it is too seldom realized that a small return per therm 
when spread over a big load represents a substaniia] 
profit and has inevitably the effect of reducing overhead 
charges, thereby benefiting the sale of gas in otler 
spheres. 

Who, a year or two ago, would have contemplated 
the sale of gas for heating an open air swimming pool? 
As far as we are aware there are at present only two 
swimming pools so heated—at Worcester and at Coven- 
try. We mentioned these examples in the article which 
gave rise to Mr. Valon’s letter. What we would ein- 
phasize is that Mr. Langford, of Coventry, is getting 51. 
per therm net for this exceedingly useful summer load. 
This surely is encouragement to other undertakings {o 
develop new uses for gas. We are able in to-day’s 
** JouRNAL ”’ to give particulars of the installation at 
Coventry. 


Open Grate Coke 


On later pages is a review of a symposium on smoke- 
less fuels for the open grate held under the auspices of 
the National Smoke Abatement Society in London this 
month. Eight papers—six by men whose names are 
familiar to our readers—were presented and discussed to 
advantage. There is no doubt that the Society has 
awakened the public conscience to the evils of burning 
raw coal, and the Gas Industry should do all in its power 
to translate this general feeling into individual action. 
Mr. Nicol, Technical Adviser to the London and Counties 
Coke Association, gave interesting statistics concerning 
the development of the use of the gas-ignited open coke 
grate, and Dr. Foxwell put in a plea for the co-operative 
marketing of high-temperature cokes. His suggestion 
that suitable grates for burning such cokes might be pro- 
vided free by the interested concerns is worth considera- 
tion. Mention was made, too, of the tendency in 
modern houses to provide inadequate storage capacity 
for solid fuels, particularly of the lighter variety—a dis- 
advantage which, we are sure, makes it essential for 
every gas undertaking to organize for regular and fre- 
quent delivery of small quantities of coke. From our con- 
tributed review we gain the impression that Dr. E. W. 
Smith, to whom fell the task of summing-up the meet- 
ing, feels that the Gas Industry cannot help appreciably 
in regard to smokeless solid fuel for the open firegrate, 
and that in the not too distant future gas and electricity 
will supplant all solid fuels in the home. We have to re- 
member, however, that we have not yet reached that 
stage, and that there does exist a strong desire for the 
solid fuel fire—a desire which, we think, will not die an 
easy death. We for our part hope there will be no 
slackening of effort by gas undertakings to prepare for 
the market a smokeless fuel which, in gas-ignited grates, 
will satisfy public demand at a price the public is pre- 
pared to pay. 


PERSONAL 


Alderman R. Kirk, Mayor of Rotherham, who is Chair 
man of the Gas Committee and has many friends in the 
Gas Industry, celebrates his Golden Wedding on June 29 
during his year of Mayoralty, and celebrations are being 
arranged in Rotherham to mark the occasion. The homely 
character and genial personality of both the Mayor and the 
Mayoress have endeared them to all with whom they come 
in contact. 

_ + = 

Mr. J. W. Jarvis, of the Sales Department of Richmonds 
Gas Stove Company, Ltd., has recently been awarded the 
British Export Society’s Gold Medal presented by the City 
of London College. This award carries with it an addi- 
tional prize consisting of a series of books dealing with 
export matters, and the presentation is to be made at the 
Guildhall, London. 

* * 

Mr. Epwarp Lioyp Pease, of Darlington, Chairman of 
Ashmore, Benson, Pease, & Co., Ltd., left £23,944 gross 
(net £2,204). 
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An Offer by Haddington Gas Company for the public 
lighting of Haddington during the ensuing year has been 
accepted by the Town Council. 


Improved Lighting.—The Newcastle and Gateshead 
Gas Company propose to carry out an improved lighting 
scheme at Newburn-on-Tyne at an estimated cost of about 
£2,400. 


_The Montevideo Gas and Dry Dock Company, Ltd., 
notify that the half-year’s interest on the 5% perpetual first 
—- debenture stock will be payable on Monday, 
July 2 


According to the Report just issued by the Société 
du Gaz de Paris for the last financial year the net profit 
amounted to £149,772, showing an increase of £11,263 over 
the figures for 1932. 


A Ministry of Health Inquiry is to be held in the 
Halifax Town Hall to-day in regard to an application by 
the Corporation to borrow £12,549 for the erection of new 
plant at the gas-works. 


Cheaper Gas.—The Kilsyth Gas Committee has recom- 
mended that the price of gas be reduced by a halfpenny 
per therm to all consumers, whether for lighting, power, or 
manufacture, both inside and outside the burgh. The 
reduction is equal to 23d. per 1,000 c.ft., making the cost 
2s. 103d. per 1,000 ot. for lighting and 2¢ 63d. for power 
and manufacture. 





A Bulk Supply of Gas to Bethesda from Bangor is 
under consideration. If the scheme materializes, gas will 
be produced at Bangor gas-works and conveyed to 
Bethesda by a main 9,130 yards long. 


‘‘ The Gas Industry as a National Asset ’’ was the 
subject of an address by Mr. J. H. Dyde, of the Plymouth 
and Stonehouse Gas Company, to the members of the Ply- 
mouth Rotary Club on Friday, June 8. 


Saltcoats Street Lighting.—The Saltcoats Town Coun- 
cil has agreed that the local Gas Company should under- 
take the lighting of the public streets for a period of five 
years. An amendment that the period be for three years 
was defeated. 


Glasgow Baird Offer.—In connection with the rejection 
by the Glasgow Town Council of Messrs. Baird’s offer to 
supply gas from their works at Gartsherrie, a protest meet- 
ing is to be held in the Merchants’ Hall, Glasgow, by those 
in favour of acceptance. 


Black-Out At Blackheath.—Hospitals, police stations, 
shops, and houses in the Blackheath area recently had their 
electric supply cut off suddenly owing to a failure at a sub- 
station at 8.30 in the evening. The cause of the trouble was 
at the Blackheath sub-station. It was not until three hours 
had passed that the current was restored. At Blackheath 
Hospital candles had to be used throughout the building, 
but fortunately no operations were in progress. 


Ascot Favourites 





A very striking topical display, cleverly linking up 
‘** Ascot ’? Gas Water Heaters with a subject of national 
interest this week—Ascot Race Week. 

The photograph measuring 5 by 6 ft. is coloured and por- 
trays an animated scene introducing the racecourse and 
stand at Ascot. The three cut-out horses in the foreground 
are in relief, and are linked up with blue ribands to three 
** Ascot ”’ appliances. They effectively assist in conveying 
the idea that ‘‘ Ascot Hot Water Favourites Lead the 
Field,’ and that they merit “‘ the blue riband.’? The 





panels framing the picture tone with the scene, and the 
whole forms a most colourful display, which cannot fail to 
attract lively interest. 

The Torquay and Paignton Gas Company are exhibiting 
one of these displays in the windows of each of their four 
showrooms during this week, which they have aptly adver- 
tised as ‘* Ascot’? Week. "A similar display on a larger 
scale is to be seen at the showrooms of ‘“ Ascot’? Gas 
gg Heaters, Ltd., at 244, High Holborn, London, 
WA. 3. 
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THE NEWS—continued. 


New Gas Showroom for Wishaw.—The Motherwell 
Gas Committee has appointed its Convener and Vice-Con- 
vener, acting in co-operation with the Gas Manager, to in- 
spect suitable premises in Wishaw with a view to inaugurat- 
ing a gas showroom there. 


Wales and Monmouthshire Association.—Mr. Octavius 
Thomas, Secretary of the Wales and Monmouthshire Asso- 
ciation of Gas Engineers and Managers, has asked us to 
call attention to the next General Meeting, which will be 
held at Porthcawl on Thursday, Sept. 20. 


The Rival Merits of Different Fuels was discussed at 
a recent meeting of the Letchworth Rotary Club following 
an interesting address on the uses of gas and its bye-pro- 
ducts by Mr. S. B. Chandler, Distribution Superintendent 
of the Tottenham and District Gas Company. 


Manchester District Association of Gas Engineers.— 
The next meeting of the Manchester District Association 
will be held on Friday, July 6, when a visit will be made 
to the President’s works at Buxton. After lunch an in- 
spection will be made of the works of Messrs. Derbyshire 
Silica Firebrick Company, Ltd., near Buxton. 


We Have Received from the Australian Gas Institute 
a copy of their Transactions for the year 1983. The book 
includes a report of the Seventh Annual Convention held in 
Melbourne last November under the Presidency of Mr. 
C. F. Broadhead and of the Seventh Annual Sectional 
Meetings held in Melbourne and Sydney in May, 1933. 


The Import Duties Advisory Committee announce that 
they have decided not to make any recommendations in 
respect of the applications previously advertised for the 
addition to the Free List of petroleum coke and of asbestos 
cement products, including asbestos cement roofing slates, 
tiles, corrugated sheets, and wall covering sheets, and for 
= increase in the import duty on the last-mentioned pro- 

ucts. 


Dunfermline Action.—An accident at the Dunfermline 
Gas-Works last October, when a hoist with nine men 
crashed to the ground, had a sequel last week in Dunferm- 
line Sheriff Court when the widow and daughter of an em- 
ployee fatally injured sued the Corporation for £300 dam- 
ages. David Watt, labourer, also is suing for compensa- 
tion at the rate of £1 7s. 5d. weekly from the date of the 
accident. Respondents aver that the use of the hoist was 
unauthorized, being purely for goods transit. After hear- 
ing certain evidence Sheriff Umpherston adjourned the cas« 
till to-morrow. 


Another Successful Fortnight’s Gas Cookery Demon- 
strations were concluded on June 9 in the Redditch Gas 
Company’s Showrooms, 107, Evesham Street. The demon- 
strations were conducted by the Company’s Demonstrator, 
Miss C. P. Hill, Diplomée, C.D.S., Y.T.C.H. The usual 
interest was shown in the Cake Making Competition, and 
several other competitions were arranged. The prizes were 
presented by Mrs. Chas. R. Hackett, wife of the Secretary 
and Business Manager. New showrooms and a demon- 
stration hall are in course of construction in the Parade, a 
more prominent position in the town. These will be opened 
in the autumn. 


Gas Lighting Scheme for Kelso.—The Town Council 
have decided.to proceed with the erection of nine high- 
power gas lamps in the Square, in addition to an experi- 
mental standard recently erected in an endeavour to im- 
prove the lighting. The Square, which is noted for its 
beauty, is difficult to illuminate on account of its 
size. A central pillar is considered by many an essential 
part of the scheme to give proper lighting, but this has 
been opposed on grounds of amenity, and js not included 
in the scheme adopted by the Council, which is estimated 
to cost £138, which will mean an addition of less than a 
farthing on the rates for upkeep 


James Keith & Blackman Company, Ltd.—The annual 
report of the Board of Directors shows that the amount of 
business done during the year exceeded that of the previous 
year. After providing for payment of preference dividend, 
and making sufficient allowance for depreciation and re- 
serves against doubtful debts, there is an available balance 
standing at the credit of the profit and loss account of 
£24,214. The Directors recommend that this sum be ap- 
propriated as follows: By the payment of a dividend on 
the ordinary shares at the rate of 9% less income-tax at 
ts. 6d. in the £, absorbing £13,950 and by carrying forward 
to the current year a balance of £10,264. 
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British Commercial Gas Association. 
Technical Sub-Committee’s Visit to Cardiff. 


Tributes to the pioneering work of the Cardiff Gas Light 
and Coke Company were paid when the Technical Sub-Coin- 
mittee of the British Commercial Gas Association visiied 
Cardiff on Friday. 

At the morning sitting of the Committee several technical 
problems were discussed, such as the application of gas to 
modern bakers’ ovens, acetyle ne welding, the disintegra- 
tion of metals in the ship-breaking industry, and the ccn- 
tral heating of large public buildings. 

At the conclusion of the technical session the visitors 
were the guests at luncheon of the Cardiff Gas Company. 

Mr. W. Dieterichs, Chairman of As Technical Sub-Com- 
mittee, proposing a vote of thanks to the Cardiff Gas Com- 
pany, spoke of the visit which the Committee had paid to 
the Research Department of the Cardiff Company. He ex- 
pressed his regret that all the consumers in Cardiff and dis- 
trict could not accompany them and see the vital work 
that was being done. So far as industrial work was con- 
cerned, what they had seen proved that the arrangements 
in Cardiff were adequate. 

Mr. W. D. Rowe, Manager of the B.C.G.A., briefly 
seconded, and Mr. H. D. Madden, Engineer and Manager 
of the Cardiff Gas Light and Coke Company, replied. 





Robot as Sales Aid. 





” 


evolved by the sales staff 


Here is a drawing of a ‘* Robot’ 
thermo 


of the Cove ntry Gas Department to advertise 
statically controlled gas appliances. 


— 
te 


The Sting in the Tail! 


A proposition to merge the offices of water engineer with 
that of the gas engineer was brought forward by Mr. J. C. 
Tozer at the June meeting of the Plymouth City Council. 
It had been calculated, he said, that the merging of the 
two offices would mean a saving "of about £1,600. He con 
sidered that the gas engineer, who had the necessary quali- 
fications, could carry out the task in a fitting manner. To 
a certain extent the two offices ran parallel, and it had been 
the practice for many years for the Water Department and 
the Gas Department to co-operate in the layihg of the 
mains. If the two offices were combined the gas engineer 
should be adequately remunerated. 

Objection to the scheme was raised by Mr. Ross, who said 
he thought the time would come w hen the Gas Undertak- 
ing would be redundant, and Mr. Tozer’s proposition was 
ost. 
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Gas Heated Swimming 


Our photograph is of an exceedingly effective window 
display in the showrooms of the Coventry Gas Department. 
It is a replica of the Gosford Park Swimming Pool and is 
creating a great deal of interest. The model has been made 
entirely by the staff of the Department. To Mr. ?. N. 
Langford, Engineer and General Manager to the Depart- 
ment, we are indebted for the photograph and also 4 the 
following particulars of the installation, to which reference 
was made in the ‘‘ Journat ”’ for May 23, p. 443. 

The capacity of pool is 200,000 gallons, and it has a depth 
of 3 ft. at the shallow end and 10 ft. at the deep end. 
The surface area of pool is 7,975 sq. ft. The heating of the 
water is by ‘* Vesta ”’ gas- fired boilers, rated at 800,000 
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THE NEWS—continued. 





Pool 








The entire water from the pool is 


hour. 
pumped through the boilers after passing through filters, 


B.Th.U. per 


&c., at the rate of 30,000 gallons per hour. The water is 
drawn off from the deep end and returned at the shallow 
end. The temperature of the boilers is approximately the 
same as the pool, ae actually, 2° F. higher. Although 
rated at 800,000 B.Th.U., the actual output is in the region 
of 1,000,000 B.Th.U. per ’ hour. 

The dressing rooms, &c., are heated by means of hot- 
water pipes served by a “* Vesta ’”’ gas-fired boiler, rated 
output of 250,000 B.Th.U. per hour, which also heats a 
hot-water storage tank to supply service hot water and 
tepid showers. In the latter case this is done by thermo- 
static blenders. 





>> 


Third Reading of the Gas Undertakings Bill. 


In the House of Commons last Friday the Gas Under- 
takings Bill, which had come from the House of Lords, was 
read the third time, and passed, with amendments, in- 
cluding a ‘‘ tenants’ freedom ”’ clause on the lines of the 
well-known ‘‘ Kettering Clause,’’ ensuring to occupiers of 
council houses freedom to use gas should they so desire. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade said 
the House would realize it was desirable there should be an 
interval of time between the Royal Assent and the coming 
into operation of a Bill of this character, and he therefore 
moved, and it was agreed to, that the date should be Oct. 1 
next. 

Dr. Burgin went on to say that at present, under the 
Gas Regulation Act of 1920, there was an appeal to the 
Chief Gas Examiner by the ‘undertaker or local authority 
against a prescription of the Gas Referees. This was re- 
pealed by the Bill when the office of Chief Gas Examiner 
was abolished. The Gas Industry desired provision for an 

appeal; and he moved an amendment, which was agreed to, 
reviving on Jan. 1, 1989, the present appeal, and enabling 
a gas undertaker or local authority to appeal to a person 

ppointed by the Lord Chancellor against a prescription 
iade by the Board of Trade. 


‘OWwER TO ScoTTisH LocaL AUTHORITIES TO BORROW FOR 
PuRPOSES OF SPECIAL ORDER. 


Suhenqnentiy the Bill was considered in Committee, and 
» following new clause was added : 


Any undertakers being the county council or the town 
council of a county or burgh in Scotland in which the 
Burghs Gas Supply (Scotland) Act, 1876, is in force may, 


> 


with the sanction of the Secretary of State (given with the 
concurrence of the Board of Trade), and subject to such 
conditions as he may impose, borrow such sums as he may 
approve for the purpose of carrying into effect any Special 
Order made under the Gas Undertakings Acts, 1920 to 1934, 
and the provisions contained in the Burghs Gas Supply 
(Scotland) Act, 1876, as amended by any subsequent enact- 
ment relating to borrowing powers (including the provisions 
as to the guarantee rate) and to the fixing of the price to 
be paid for gas shall apply to moneys borrowed under the 
powers of this section as if such moneys had been borrowed 
under the provisions and for the purposes of the last-men- 
tioned Act. 


TRIBUTES TO THE GAS REFEREES. 


Dr. BurGIN, moving the third reading of the Bill, re- 
ferred to the abolition in the near future of the office of 
Gas Referee. He remarked that it would be unfortunate 
if this came about without his having the opportunity of 
saying, on behalf of the Board of Trade and of the Govern- 
ment—as he did very warmly—how much the entire In- 
dustry was indebted to the Referees for their excellent 
work in the past. 

Sir CHRISTOPHER CLAYTON, on behalf of the gas manu- 
facturers, added their tribute to the Referees. The Gas 
Industry owed a great debt of gratitude to them for the 
way in which they had discharged their duties, and also for 
the invaluable assistance rendered by them in a great 
number of directions with well thought-out advice. 

Mr. R. G. CLarry congratulated the Parliamentary 
Secretary on_the patience and specialized knowledge he 
had displayed in the conduct of the Bill, and thanked him 
for the celerity with which he was putting it through. 
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THE NEWS—continued. 
Sir Arthur Duckham Memorial Fund. 


Official List of Donations from June 9 to 15. 





Name and Town. Amount. 

se 4& 

City of Birmingham Gas Department 4 350 0 0 
Borough of Chorley Gas Department... ... 5 5 0 
Midland Association of Gas Engineers and Managers. 5 5 0 
Borough of Nelson Gas Department. . . .. . 5 5 0 
Stalybridge Corporation Gas-Works Committee . 220 
John Wilson, Dundee ~ nal Ra 2 2 0 
Donations (6) paid above . . . . .£ 36919 O 


Donations (598) paid previously . 9,847 10 2 


Total Donations (604) paid . s« « Sa es 3 
Donations (3) promised . ... . 184 0 0 


Total Donations (607) paid or promised . £10,401 9 2 


ee 





Coke Salesmen’s Circle 


To Visit Beckton. 


By kind permission of the Gas Light and Coke Company, 
members of the recently formed Coke Salesmen’s Circle 
will have the opportunity on Thursday, June 28, of visiting 
Beckton for the purpose of inspecting the new coke screen- 
ing and handling plant, the coke ovens, and other items 
of general interest at the works. 

The visitors will travel down by river, leaving Wesi- 
minster Pier on the M.L. Thames Britannic at 12.15 p.m. 
At the conclusion of the inspection, a short description 
will be given of what has been seen, while the opportunity 
will be afforded of asking questions regarding the plant. 

Subsequently, a paper on ‘‘ The Investigation and Settle- 
ment of Coke Complaints ”’ will be read by Mr. F. C. 
Ashley, which will be open for discussion. At the con- 
clusion of the meeting, tea will be served by the courtesy 
of the Gas Light and Coke Company, before re-embarking 
for the return journey. 


SS 


Waverley Association of Gas Managers. 

The Annual Meeting of the Association will be held in 
the Goold Hall, Edinburgh, on Friday, June 29, at 10.30 
a.m., when Mr. G. P. Mitchell, Engineer and Manager 
of the Worcester New Gas Light Company, will give his 
Presidential Address. A discussion on the Address will fol- 
low. On Thursday, June 28, a golf competition will be held 
over the North Berwick Burgh Golf Course, starting at 
1.30 p.m. On the same day at 2 p.m. a bowling competi- 
tion will be held on the North Berwick Bowling Club’s 
Green. Prizes, which have been kindly donated by Mem- 
bers of the Association and friends, will be presented to the 
winners of these competitions after tea. 








London and Southern District Juniors. 


Summer Visit to Hastings and St. Leonards. 


By kind invitation of the Hastings and St. Leonards Gas 
Company, members of the Association and their ladies 
visited Hastings on Saturday, June 16. The party left 
Victoria by special train, and on arrival at Hastings had 
the option of a tour of the Glyne Gap Works or of a visit 
to the Depét and Showrooms of the Company. 

The Glyne Gap Works are situated near Bexhill on a site 
of 20 acres, with railway and main road connections. The 
works were mainly constructed in the years 1902-1904. The 
retort house has eighteen 20 ft. through beds, each with 
eight 22 by 16 in. retorts. There is a complete coal-hand- 
ling plant and the retorts are charged or discharged either 
by a Guest-Gibbons electrically-driven machine, an hydrau- 
lic discharger, a converted West’s compressed air De 
Brouwer type projector, or an electrically-driven D.B. pro- 
jector. There is also a Drakes coke discharger. Coke 
handling is by means of tram skips. Nearly all the other 
power plant is located in the machinery house, which is 
adjacent to the boiler house. Steam raising is effected by 
three 30 ft. by 8 ft. 6 in. Lancashire boilers burning coke 
breeze or coke, with turbine grates. The coal gas purifiers 
are of original design and form one continuous box. The 
oil gas purifiers are of the water-lute type. 

Coal and oil gas mix during the 4-mile journey in the 
trunk main to Queen’s Road. A waste-heat boiler is used in 
connection with a recent carburetted water gas installation. 


Both sections of the party met again at the Queen’s 
Hotel, where lunch was provided by the courtesy of the 
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Company. Mr. A. M. Apel, Chairman of the Company, 
presided, and was supported by the Mayor of Hastings, 
Councillor H. Burden, the Directors of the Company, and 
Mr. C. F. Botley, Engineer and General Manager. 

Mr. Botley, in proposing the health of the Association, 
complimented them on the standard of the papers read at 
their meetings, and said that in Mr. H. C. Sims they had 
had an excellent President. Replying, Mr. Sims thanked 
the Board of the Hastings and St. Leonards Company and 
Mr. Botley for their kind hospitality. 

Mr. F. C. Smith, the President-elect, proposed the health 
of the Company, coupled with the name of Mr. Apel; and 
Mr. Apel replied. 


—_— 


A Novel Coke Display. 


Our photograph is of a coke display mounted on an ordi 
nary flat-top lorry. The main feature was the small coke 
which was glued to two boards each 5 ft. high and measur- 
ing 12 ft. at the base and tapering to 18 in. at the top. 
The bottom of each of these boards was brought out to 
the lorry sides and the boards were fixed together at the 
top to give the appearance of a pile of coke. Mounted at the 
top was a half circle of three-ply covered with blue paper, 
on which was a representation of the sun in gold, and the 











wording “‘ Sunshine Fuel.’’ Both back and front of the 
lorry were filled in with clean bags of coke, three at the 
bottom, two in the middle, and one at the top to complete. 
The display, which was by the Heywood Gas Department, 
won 2nd Prize in the ‘‘ Best Trades Display Class’ at a 
local carnival on June 2. ' 


_ 
—_ 





Manchester and District Juniors. 
Visit to General Gas Appliances, Ltd. 


Some 160 members of the Manchester and District Junior 
Gas Association visited the works of General Gas Appii 
ances, Ltd., Audenshaw, Manchester, on June 13. 

After an inspection of the works, the party left for Bux 
ton, where tea was served in the Pavilion Gardens. Messrs. 
W. R. Francis, S. C. Whitfield, W. H. Locke (Directors), 
and Mr. H. H. Wightman (Secretary), of General Gas 
Appliances, accompanied the visitors. The President (Mr. 
T. H. Williams, of Crewe) moved the vote of thanks to the 
firm for their hospitality, which was seconded by Mr. J. T. 
Haynes (Rotherham), and replied to by Mr. Wightman on 
behalf of the Directors of the firm. ; 





Forthcoming Engagements. 


June 21.—SOUTHERN Association (WestTEeRN Disrrict).- 
Commercial Meeting at Rougemont Hotel, Exeter, 
2.30 p.m. 

June 28.—Coke SaLesMEN’s CrRcCLE.—Visit to Beckton 
Works of the Gas Light and Coke Company. Paper on 
“The Investigation and Settlement of Coke Com- 
plaints.’’ 

June 29.—WaveRLEY ASSOCIATION 
Annual Meeting in Edinburgh. 

July 4.—SouTHERN ASSOCIATION 
County Meeting at Folkestone. 

July 7.—WesteRN JuNtor ASSOCIATION.—Summer Meeting. 

Sept. 6.—NortH BritisH ASSOCIATION OF Gas MANAGERS.- 
Annual Meeting in Inverness. 

Sept. 20.—WaLes AND MONMOUTHSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF GAS 
ENGINEERS AND ManaGers.—General Meeting at 
Porthcawl. 

Sept. 24-26.—B.C.G.A.—Annual General Meeting and Con- 
ference at Sheffield. 

Nov. 6 and 7._]1.G.E.—Autumn Research Meeting. 


OF Gas MANaGeERs.- 


(Eastern District). 
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A Successful Demonstration 











The Hertfordshire Gas Exhibit Committee, representing 
the Tottenham and District, Watford and St. Albans, 
Barnet, Berkhampstead, Hite hin, and Stevenage Gas Com- 
panies, for the third year in succession staged an exhibit in 
the beautiful grounds of Hatfield Park, on the occasion of 
the Hertfordshire Agricultural Show. Messrs. R. & A. 
Main’s large and excellently equipped travelling showroom 





was brought into effective use and cookery demonstrations 
proved a most popular feature. Compressed gas in cylin- 
ders was a most reliable and convenient method of distri- 
bution to a locality not served by gas mains. Great 
interest was shown in the display, and visitors were im- 
pressed with the attractive appearance of the enamel finish 
as well as with the efficiency of the apparatus demonstrated. 





Gas Exhibition at Horley. 


A very successful gas exhibition has just concluded at 
Horley, and during four days this event attracted over 700 
visitors. Arrangements were in the hands of Mr. Burt 
Long, Secretary and Commercial Manager to the Company, 
and he is to be congratulated on a very progressive and 
successful effort. 

The exhibition was run in co-operation with Richmond’s 
Gas Stove Company, Ltd., and included an effective display 
of their cooking, heating, and hot water appliances. A 
special feature was also made of a display of bye-products 
and gas lighting, the lay-out in this section being most 
effective. Cookery demonstrations were given twice daily 
by Miss Price, of Radiation Ltd., and a cake-baking com- 
petition attracted over 100 entries, prizes being awarded to 
the successful competitors. 

This exhibition has attracted considerable business and a 
multiplicity of inquiries. 


-_— 
—~ 


Novel Gas Deal. 
Shareholders Offered Fixed Trust Units. 


For the first time since fixed trusts were introduced in 
this country sub-units are being offered to shareholders in 
a company as consideration for the acquisition of their 
holdings, states the Financial Times. 

The sub-units offer is an alternative to cash and is made 
by Dawnay Day & Co., investment bankers, to share- 
holders in the Tamworth Gaslight and Coke Company. 
For each £100 worth of 10% maximum ordinary shares 
holders are offered £205 in cash, and for each £100 worth 
of 7%, maximum ordinary shares £143 10s. in cash. 

As an alternative, holders are offered 285 sub-units in 
Investors’ Gas and Electric Trust for every £100 of et 
ordinary shares, or 200 sub-units for every £100 of 7 
ordinary shares, representing at current prices for Pe 
units prices of £206 12s. 6d. and £145 respectively. 

The Company was formed in 1872 and has an issued 

capital of £38,105. 

The acquisition of the Tamworth Company may be the 
first step in the grouping of small gas undertakings in the 
Midlands. 





Dunbar’s Good Year. 


At a meeting of Dunbar Town Council last week, it was 
reported that the consumption of gas had increased by 23 
million c.ft. over the previous year. The total amount of 
gas made for the year was 33 million c.ft. Preparations are 
at present taking place for a large extension scheme for the 
supply of gas to the County Council area at Westbarns. 

Provost Alexander Sinton and Bailies H. Walmsley and 
A. P. Thomson, cordially complimented Mr. George Urqu- 
hart, the Gas Manager, on having presented such a gratify- 
ing report. 


- 
-_ 





Scottish Junior Gas Association. 
(Eastern District.) 
Annual Outing to Hamilton. 


Session 1933-34 for the Eastern District of the Scottish 
Junior Gas Association was brought to a close with the 
Summer Outing, which this year was held at Hamilton, the 
home of the President, Mr. Wm. Scott. Over fifty mem- 
bers and lady friends were received at the Central Station 
by the President and his wife. 

The ladies spent the forenoon touring the Clydeside and 
the surrounding fruit-growing country, while the members 
paid a visit to the gas-works. 

By kind invitation of the Town Council, the party were 
entertained at luncheon in the Town Hall, the Provost with 
some of the Magistrates and Councillors honouring the 
Association with their presence. After luncheon, the Pro- 
vost officially welcomed the members to Hamilton and ex- 
pressed the hope that they would enjoy their day in the 
Burgh. He apologized for the absence of the Gas Con- 
vener and Engineer, as they were attending the Institution 
Meeting. In a reference to their new gasholder, he ex- 
pressed the hope that at some near date, it might be pos- 
sible to arrange for underground storage and so remove 
the ‘‘ blots on the landscape ’’ which obstructed the sun 
and view of those who had to live in their proximity. The 
President in his reply thanked the Council for their kind 
welcome and generous hospitality and for the excellent pro- 
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gramme which had been arranged. Mr. Stewart, Fauld- 
house, conveyed the members’ sincere thanks to the Provost 
for his presence in the chair, and assured him that they 
would take full advantage of their visit to his historic town. 
Following an interesting afternoon of sightseeing, tea 
was served in the Town Hall, after which the me »mbers were 
permitted into the Palace Grounds to visit the Mausoleum. 
This was built by the Premier Duke as a burying-place for 
his family. The type of stonework resembles that of the 












A Symposium on Smokeless Open-Grate Fuels 


National Smoke Abatement Society 
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Pyramids, massive stones with very thin joints being used, 
It stands 102 ft. high and is 98 ft. below the ground. The 
inlaid marble floor is a work of art in rare stones, many 
of which are now unobtainable. Its whispering arches and 
marvellous acoustics were demonstrated, and the beauty 
of the chords made by singing and whistling revealed some 
of the hidden beauties of this Mausoleum. "The two bronze 
doors, depicting biblical stories in relief, were cast hy 
Messrs. Milne’s, meter makers, of Edinburgh. 





[Contributed.] 


A symposium on smokeless fuels for the domestic open 
grate was held under the auspices of the National Smoke 


Ab itement Society on June 8 at the Caxton Hall, London. 
At a morning and an afternoon session eight papers were 
presented, and were done full justice to, not only in the 
volume, but in the quality and venemence of the 
discussions. 

[t is a sign of the flaccid imperturbability of this age 
that for the consideration of this question of such vital 
importance to the well-being and comfort of humanity not 
a hundred people were present, although there was a goodly 
representation of well- known fuel technologists as well as 
ardent ** smoke abaters. 

it cannot be too often reiterated that while the produc- 
tion of smokeless fuels, coal and gas, absorb some 35 
million tons of coal annually in this country, there are still 
about 40 million tons of raw coal being burned in our 
domestic grates, emitting the smoke, soot, grit, and fumes 
which contribute so largely to enveloping our thickly popu- 
lated industrial areas in a gloomy, unhealthy atmosphere. 

[t is not generally recognized that each adult person 
draws into his lungs daily some 35 lbs. of air, about seven 
times the total weight of food and drink absorbed. Yet, 
while the strictest control is exercised to prevent the possi- 
ble pollution or contamination of our solid and liquid foods, 
and while millions are spent on the disposal and purifica- 
tion of our sewage, the evil pollution of our atmosphere is 
allowed to continue with comparatively no measure of re- 
striction. Is it any wonder that the few enlightened 
‘ smoke abaters ”’ are almost fanatical in the ardency of 
their noble campaign. 

The chair was taken at both sessions by the President of 
the Society, Dr. H. A. Vceux, who, in opening the morning 
session, read a letter from the Minister of Health (Rt. Hon. 
Sir E. Hilton Young), regretting his absence, warmly wel- 
coming the symposium, which had his full appreciation, 
and wishing success to the meeting. 

The Chairman referred briefly to the history of the Smoke 
Abatement movement, and introduced the present subject 
by deploring the burning of raw bituminous coal while 
pleading for the retention of the cheerful, open domestic 
fire. 

There followed four papers dealing with the four types 
of solid smokeless fue ‘Is at present available. 

The first paper on ‘‘ Natural Smokeless Fuels,’’ by Mr. 
Ed. K. Regan, described the results of trials made using 
low coulis Welsh coals of two classes, 10 to 13% and 13 
to 18% volatile matter, and the conditions. such as grading 
of the fuel and the control and choice of grates, necessary 
in order to obtain a ‘‘ comfort fire.”’ 

Poputarity OF Gas COKE. 

In the second paper, ‘‘ Graded Gas Coke,’’ Mr. E. W. L. 
Nicol, Technical Adviser to the London and Counties Coke 
Association, submitted the claims for high-temperature gas 
coke produced by the complete carbonization of bituminous 
coals, as carried on in the Gas Industry, and specially 
controlled and graded for use as an attractive, economic 
domestic fuel. He gave some interesting statistics—e.g., 
of the extremely rapid development of the use of the gas- 
ignited, open coke grate, of which it is estimated that 
30,000 to 40,000 are being installed annually. He states: 


“Open coke grates are now being installed in 
hospital wards in large numbers, after very critical 
tests. This fact not only sets upon them the seal of 
medical approval, but also finally disposes of the ‘ coke 
fumes’ bogey. At one London hospital the Medical 
Superintendent has reported that the patients ap- 
preciate the cheerful radiant effect of the open coke 
fires installed in the wards, and also that the saving 
on fuel cost amounted to 50%, while the saving in 
weight of fuel used was 45%.”’ 





In the third paper, dealing with ‘‘ Low-Temperature Cai 
bonization Fuels,’? Col. W. A. Bristow, Chairman of thi 
Low Temperature Coal Distillers Association of Great 
Britain, extolled the virtues of these fuels, particularl, 
from the point of view of the therapeutic value of the 
radiant energy claimed to be emitted from them in thi 
open fire. He appealed to the grate manufacturers for « 
operation in the design and construction of grates on scien 
tific lines for the most efficient utilization of all solid fuels. 

Mr. H. Cerckel (Consulting Engineer) in a paper on 
“Coke Oven Fuel ” reviewed the possibilities of the pro 
duction of a household fuel in coke ovens by special 
processes involving the use of special narrow ovens, blend 
ing, and coking at medium and low temperature. He laid 
special stress on the necessity for utilizing clean or cleaned 
coal so as to produce low ash cokes (not more than 6%, ash), 
and on the necessity for careful screening and grading o! 
the fuel. Reference was made to experiments along these 
lines carried out by the Lecocq Company and the Bruay 
mines organization. 

In opening the afternoon session, the Chairman appealed 
for support of the Smoke Abatement movement by mem 
bership of the Society and by contributions to its funds 
required for propaganda purposes. 

From THE Housewire’s Point oF VIEW. 

Mrs. G. H. Miles, of the Household Service Section, 
National Council of Women, read a valuable paper — 
‘From the Housewife’s Point of View.” This described : 
fairly comprehensive investigation of personal experie nces 
and those of a considerable number of other “ lower 
middle-class ’’ housewives extending over a lengthy period 
with a large variety of grates and fuels. The opinions 
expressed were naturally very varied, to some extent rather 
contradictory, but, on the whole, interesting and instruc 
tive. Apparently the chief qualities the housewife asks for 
in any smokeless fuel burning in an open fire are: 


(1) Economy of price and labour. 

(2) Cleanliness. ; 
(3) Ease of lighting, stoking, and maintaining. 
(4) Cheerfulness. 


Poking of the fire appears also to be one of the most 
attractive necessities. 

‘One important point about the coke fire which was 
especially inquired into—namely, the unpleasant fumes or 
drying effect on the atmosphere which used to be associated 
with coke—was found to be non-existe nt,’ ’ and the most 
important conclusion arrived at is that ‘‘ the more intelli 
gent housewife is becoming alive to the necessity, as well 
as desirability, of burning, whenever possible, a_ smokeless 
fuel—so that the happy dream of a smokeless England is 
nearer to being materialized.’ 


CO-OPERATIVE MARKETING. 


The next paper, by Dr. G. E. Foxwell, on the ‘‘ Develop 
ment and Marketing of Solid Smokeless Fuels,’’ was mainly 
a plea for co-operative marketing of high- temperature gas 
coke and oven cokes. It was suggested that suitable grates 
for burning such cokes be provided and installed free by the 
interested concerns, the cost being recovered by this co- 
operative selling of the fuels. It was stressed that the 
greatest obstacle to the sale of high-volatile (open-grate) 
coke to-day is the comparatively high price. ; 

Mr. John Roberts followed with a paper on “‘ Properties 
Required in an Open-Grate Fuel ’’ and gave his reasoned 
opinions why these may be summarized as follows : 


(1) The fuel should be smokeless. 

(2) It should be readily ignitable. 

(3) It should burn vigorously. 

(4) It should give high radiant efficiency. 
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(5) It should be robust and conveniently sized. 

(6) It should be reasonably dense and compact. 

(7) The volatile content should be between 3% and 20%. 

(8) It should have low ash and moisture contents. 

(9) It should call for a minimum of attention during 
combustion. 

(10) It should have good cell structure, which should be 
reasonably uniform. 


Dr. E. W. Smith (the Woodall-Duckham Companies), 
who was down on the programme to speak on ‘‘ Smoke 
Abatement from the Viewpoint of National Economy,’’ 
then gave a brief summary of some of the more important 
items which had arisen during the discussion. He defined 
national economy in this connection as the most efficient 
utilization of coal. Smoke abatement would lead to im- 
proved health of the worker, enabling him to increase out- 
put; it would improve agriculture and horticulture, so 
helping to reduce or eliminate importation; it would reduce 
our laundry bills and improve the appearance and prolong 
the life of our buildings. But this economy would obviously 
not materially benefit our mining industry. 


~ 


Gas THE SOLUTION. 


Dr. Smith pointed out that it will never be possible, for 
economic reasons, to produce in the Gas Industry coke of 
the same properties as the low-temperature semi-coke, and 
the ‘* Roberts ’’ type of medium temperature fuels. The 
Gas Industry in this country, out of a total of about 
8 million tons of coke produced annually, has available, 
after satisfying industrial and ‘‘ closed stove ’’ demands, 
only about one million tons of coke for open domestic fires. 
This is obviously only a small contribution towards the 
domestic coal consumption which we want to eliminate. 
He stated that it would be in the interests of colliery and 
coke oven proprietors seriously to interest themselves in 
the production of smokeless domestic fuels of the low- 
temperature type, but that this outlet could only be avail- 
able for a generation or so. The trend nowadays, 
particularly on the part of the future housewife, is definitely 
towards labour saving in the home and the elimination of 
domestic duties with heating, cooking, &c. This means a 
future of gas and electric homes with the elimination of all 
solid fuels. 

Too much co-ordination and any Government inter- 
vention could not be relied upon, and would, in any case, 
tend to eliminate the healthy rivalry which is an essential 
feature in the successful progress of our several fuel 
industries. 

There is at present, and there will be for some time, a 
big demand for low-temperature smokeiess fuels, but to 
produce these efficiently and economically first-class coals 
at cheap prices are essential, and this demand will limit the 
scope and future development of this industry. 

The reduction (or elimination) of sulphuric acid emission 
from the burning of fuels is a vital necessity and is being 
tackled to some extent by coal washing and other methods 
of reducing the sulphur content of coal prior to its utiliza- 
tion. The carbonizing industries are helping materially 
also by sulphur removal in their gas purification processes. 


SALIENT FEATURES. 


Surveying the tremendous number of facts and ex- 
pressions of opinion voiced in the four or five hours of 
papers and discussion, the following represent the more 
salient features which emerge: 

First, we are at last becoming conscious of the enormity 
of the crime of smoke emission, and anti-smoke minded- 
ness is gradually spreading in the right direction from the 
public conscience to the individual. 

The open, cheerful, “‘ living ’’ fire, which can be poked 
and sometimes kicked, exercises a great fascination over 
us, so that there is and will be a great demand for a solid 
smokeless fuel in spite of the all-gas or all-electric homes 
which are looming on the horizon of the not-too-distant 
future. 

Parliamentary legislation to compel the disuse of raw 
bituminous coal in the domestic grate would be a welcome 
and humanitarian move, but the possibility of such legis- 
lation coming into force in the present generation is rather 
remote. 

High-temperature cokes from the gas and coking indus- 
tries are at present available and being used in some con- 
siderable quantity and with varying success as domestic 
open grate fuels. The difficulty of igniting and ‘“‘ re- 
viving ” these fuels, voiced by some users, has been very 
suecessfully overcome by the use of gas pokers and coke-gas 
grates. These are at present helping very materially in a 
rapid development of coke burning in open grates. ‘ 

A considerable number of grates are in use and are being 
installed which are unsuitable for the burning of coke; and 
it is deplorable that many houses are now being built with 
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no flues or inadequate flues, thus depriving their owners of 
the inestimable benefits of the efficient ventilation pro- 
vided by an open grate. The co-operation of grate manu- 
facturers and building organizations is essential to help to 
mitigate these evils. The tendency in modern houses is 
also to provide inadequate storage capacity for solid fuels, 
particularly of the lighter varieties, but this is being coped 
with by many gas undertakings who are ready and wilhing 
to deliver small quantities of coke at regular and frequent 
intervals as desired. 

It was a fairly general consensus of ovinion that most 
low-temperature semi-cokes were excellent smokeless 
domestic fuels, but, particularly by comparison with high- 
temperature cokes, supplies were totally inadequate or un- 
obtainable, and, above all, the price is prohibitive. In the 
latter connection Col. Bristow stated that ‘‘ Coalite,’’ for 
example, was obtainable at the works for 30s. per ton but 
the cost of transport increased the price to an average over 
the country of about 60s. per ton. 

Several speakers stressed the fact that side by side with 
smoke abatement should be considered the cognate problem 
of the colossal emission of sulphurous gases. Dr. Lessing 
quoted the fact that the amount of sulphur discharged in 
the fumes from London chimneys is equivalent to a daily 
average of 1,000 tons of sulphuric acid. 

Finally, honourable mention was naturally made of that 
most modern development the ideal combination of gas 
fire and gas-ignited open coke grate, which provides for 
both continuous use in winter with graded coke as fuel, 
and for occasional use with gas alone. 


‘* 'TAMBT.”” 





CONTINENTAL NOTES 


A NEW CONSUMER’S GOVERNOR. 


A governor destined for use at the inlet to the con- 
sumer’s meter and made by the Compagnie pour la Fabri- 
cation des Compteurs et Matériel d’Usines 4 Gaz, Mont- 
rouge, is described in Journal des Usines a Gaz, 1934, 
58, 254-255 (June 5). It is especially applicable where 
high-pressure gas grids are in use or where high-pressure 
feeder mains are employed to cover peak loads. The gov- 
ernor embodies a device which cuts off the gas supply and 
requires re-setting by the consumer if the service pressure 
exceeds a predetermined value. The gas is also cut off in 
the event of the working diaphragm becoming perforated 
through wear. In this case, the consumer will be unable 
to re-set the governor and will need to notify the gas com- 
pany. 

The governor casing is covered with a cap in which are 
two diaphragms. The lower one is the working one and 
the second one rests on it. The gas enters a pipe passing 
upwards through the base of a side-chamber, the pipe being 
fitted with a filter and a cock. A spring attached to a 
lug on the key of the cock and to the side of the side-cham- 
ber normally would keep the cock closed, though the cock 
may be opened by a pull on a chain and caused to remain 
open by means of the setting device referred to below. The 
top end of the inlet pipe in the side-chamber is provided 
with a valve to which is fitted a magnifying lever system 
connected to the underside of the lower diaphragm. This 
diaphragm is loaded by means of a weight attached to its 
under side so as to give a presure of 3ins. W.G. The upper 
diaphragm carries a receptacle which may be loaded with 
lead shot. 

In the bottom of the casing is a third diaphragm of 
corrugated metal, forced upwards by means of a spring, 
the power of which is adjustable by means of an external 
screw. An elbow-shaped lever carried from a; bracket 
under the casing is kept, by means of a spring, in contact 
with a rod projecting downwards from the third diaphragm 
and extending through the bottom of the casing. The free 
end of the elbow is bent into the form of a hook which, by 
means of a pull on the above-mentioned chain, may be en- 
gaged with an extension to the key of the gas inlet cock, 
the governor being then free to pass gas since the cock is 
open. The working diaphragm responds in the usual way 
to fluctuations in the gas pressure and causes an appro- 
priate movement of the control valve. If, however, for 
some reason or other, the service pressure becomes too high, 
the third diaphragm is forced down, the trigger is released, 
and the inlet cock is closed by the agency of the spring 
attached to its key. If the working diaphragm becomes 
perforated, the pressure is taken by the upper diaphragm. 
The working diaphragm, being then free, drops and opens 
the control valve. The pressure in the governor chamber 
is thereby increased and the third diaphragm is forced 
down. The trigger is released and the gas inlet cock is 
automatically shut off. 
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Montevideo Gas and Dry Dock Company, Ltd. 


The Sixty-Second Ordinary General Meeting of the Monte- 
video Gas and Dry Dock Company, Ltd., was held at the Offices 
of the Company, 321, Dashwood House, Old Broad Street, E.C., 


on Tuesday, May 12—Mr. Frank H. Jones, M.Inst.C.E., the 
Chairman of Directors, presiding. 
The Lonpon ManaGer AND Secretary (Mr. H. Kearns) 


having read the notice convening the meeting, together with 
the Auditors’ report, the CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of 
the report and accounts, drew attention to the fact that every 
item in the balance-sheet stood at its sterling value, and was 
the amount they would realize in sterling, deduction of the ex- 
change loss having been provided for. The depreciation of the 
capital accounts had been calculated on the basis adopted for 
previous years; less money had been spent on additions to plant 
and mains, but slightly more on new meters and cookers which 
were revenue earning items. 

The sundry debtors and debit balances were lower by £5,223, 
chiefly for the reason that they had accepted Internal bonds in 
payment of part of the Government and Municipal accounts for 
gas and residuals. 

Their English investments were unchanged at £29,078; and 
were shown below their cost, and below the market value they 
could realize on their sale. Further sales of securities had not 
been made during 1933, but their shipments of coal and 
materials had been cut down to the absolute minimum, not- 
withstanding that £13,000 was allocated for remittance in excess 
of the previous year, and this was most helpful. 

In order to facilitate exchange, and to free the large amount 
of dollars they had accumulated in Montevideo they bought in 
the year 1932 £20,800 of Uruguay 6% 5-year Amortizable Sterling 
Bonds, and during 1933 they took up a further £31,350 of these 
Bonds, and also £50,000 similar Bonds bearing 5% interest. 
This current year they had invested in an additional £37,850 
5% bonds; their total holding, therefore, now amounted to 
£140,000. The total loss on exchange on these Bonds amounted 
to the heavy sum of £69,689, of which £42,465 was applicable to 
the year 1933. The cash in Montevideo had in consequence been 
reduced, andits sterling value was £25,602 less than at December, 
1932. The interest received and the 10% amortization of these 
Bonds in 1933 had been helpful to them, and on June 30 next 
they would receive £21,000 for amortization, which would en- 
able them to pay on July 6 the 3% dividend which was earned 
in the year 1931. 

The Board feel that the stockholders who kad been without 
dividends for the past three years were justly entitled to this 
payment, and they had taken the first opportunity of recom- 
mending that this dividend be paid. 

At December, 1932, it was necessary to provide £72,756 to 
write down their cash and floating assets in Montevideo to their 
sterling value; but owing to the improvement in exchange from 
32d. to 34}3d. per dollar, only £52,082 was required at Decem- 
ber last, and the difference of £20,674 had been transferred to 


exchange contingency fund, which they considered to he a 
prudent reserve should the value of the dollar fall, or exchange 
be decontrolled. 

In the revenue account they showed their receipts in currency 
and also in sterling at exchange values; they showed a decrease 
of $99,220.60 in currency, but owing to the improvement in 
exchange only £5,374 less in sterling. 

The revenue from sales of gas, meter rental, and cooker rental 
showed an increase, but sales of residuals and the prices re- 
ceived for them were lower, while the Dock Department had 
again done badly owing to the continued depression in shipping. 

Owing to the expenditure having been taken at tuctuating 
rates of exchange each month, and to conversion of the cur- 
rency at the average rate for the year, a large portion of the 
loss on exchange had been absorbed, and the actual loss on 
exchange of £56,824 was shown at the balance figure of £15,846. 
The balance on the working of the year was £47,557—a reduc- 
tion compared with the previous year of £15,556. 

he net revenue account was shown in detail, the balance 
carried forward being £92,583, an increase of only £17,032, which 
represented the net profit for the year. In view of all the diffi- 
culties, and the loss of £56,824 on exchange, this could not be 
considered unfavourable. It showed that their business was a 
healthy one, and it was surprising that notwithstanding the 
world-wide commercial depression they had been able to main- 
tain their gas sales, and slightly increase the number of con- 
sumers. 

He had mentioned at previous meetings that a law was passed 
by the Uruguayan Government in 1916 creating an Absentee 
Landlords Tax, from which—by Government Resolution—this 
Company was exempted. They would remember that in 1922 a 
lawsuit was brought against them by the Tax Office, and they 
finally—after unsuccessfully appealing—had to pay tax and 
fines for the year 1916-17 onwards. They were now pleased to 
record that the present Government, backed by their Finance 
Minister, Dr. Cosio, had made a most friendly gesture towards 
British interests, and had exonerated them for the future from 
payment of this tax, and had further relieved them from 
payment of tax on their street mains. 

The CHAIRMAN then moved 


** That the report and accounts now presented be received 
and adopted, and that a dividend be and the same is hereby 
declared on the ordinary stock of the Company for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 1931, of 3%, free of income-tax, payable on 
July 8, 1934, to the stockholders on the register on May 30, 
1934. 


Sir Epcar Horne seconded the resolution, which was unani- 
mously adopted, and, the retiring Director and Auditors having 
been re-elected, the meeting closed with hearty votes of thanks 
to the officers ‘and staff of the Company both at home and in 
Montevideo and to the Chairman and Directors for their ser- 
vices during the year. 





Parkinson & Cowan, Ltd. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Annual General Meeting of Parkinson & Cowan, Ltd., 
was held on June 18 at Terminal House, Grosvenor Gardens, 
Ww 


S.W. 

Lieut.-Col. H. W. Woopat, C.I.E., M.Inst.C.E. (Chairman 
and Managing Director), who peer I in the course of his 
speech, said: Judging by certain anticipations to which my 
attention has been directed, I fear that the profit as shown 
by the accounts may be something of a disappointment, but 
while your Directors feel that the net profit of £23,000 shown 
is a poor return for all the work and energy expended, the 
maintenance of production in the face of the inevitable dis- 
location due to reconstruction was bound to be a costly matter, 
and it is not surprising that the effect should be reflected in the 
figures before you. Only a fortnight has elapsed since my 
return from Australia, and I have had much to occupy my 
attention, but from the somewhat brief examination that I have 
been able to make into the affairs of the Company, I am satis- 
fied that material progress has been made. 

This is not the place to discuss details of works organization, 
but you will recognize that in changing over from hand labour 
to mass production methods, many new conditions arise which 
will require adjustment later, but which temporarily make 
comparisons difficult and to a certain extent misleading. 
Shareholders can, however, rest assured that the accounts 
ee them have been prepared on a thoroughly conservative 
asis. 


PosITION IN AUSTRALIA. 


After dealing with the figures appearing in the balance-sheet, 


profit and loss account, and summary of assets and liabilities 
of subsidiaries, the Chairman, continuing, 
loss the 


referred to the great 
had sustained by the death of Mr. F. G. 


Company 





Murdoch, of Sydney, whose passing in early middle age was such 
a source of widespread sorrow and regret to all who knew him. 
Referring to his recent visit to Australia, Col. Woodall said: 
No observer could fail to be impressed with what this small 
but intensely virile and energetic people has accomplished. 
Sun and sea and air have combined to produce a nation of 
magnificent physique, brimful of optimism, and—so far as my 
observation went—vying with one another in offering hospitality 
to the stranger within their gates. While I should like to ac- 
knowledge at greater length the many kindnesses that were 
shown to me, and to speak of the interesting experiences that 
came my way, I fear that the time available necessitates my 
remarks being limited to matters that directly affect our in- 
terests as owners and shareholders in Australian industries. 


FUNDAMENTAL CONDITIONS. 


In recent times great efforts have been made to secure closer 
co-operation between our two countries, but, in seeking to effect 
agreements, there are certain fundamental ‘conditions to which 
insufficient consideration appears to be given. In Australia 
England is usually regarded as a purely manufacturing country, 
and we in England are apt to regard Australia as purely agri- 
cultural. Misunderstandings might be avoided if it were borne 
in mind that agriculture is still ‘England’ s largest industry and 
that in Great Britain and Ireland there are approximately the 
same number of cattle as in Australia. On the other hand, 
64% of the population of Australia is situated in urban areas, 
and, apart from Calcutta with its large native population, 
Sydney is the second largest city in the British Empire and 
Melbourne the fourth. 

Of late years local manufacture has strengthened its position 
and developed new lines of existing industries, and, so far as 
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Australia is concerned, it appears politically impossible to im- 
plement the Ottawa Agreement, and that, in spite of returning 
prosperity in Australia, England is not likely to find that 
country so favourable a market as formerly. The Common- 
wealth now has an important industrial population to look after, 
and, with the advance of mechanization, the difficulty of find- 
ing employment for young people is already causing serious 
anxiety. I give you these facts in order to show how essential 
secondary industries have become to the economic life of the 
Commonwealth and because of their important bearing on the 
prospects of our investments in manufacturing companies in 
that country. 


An Important ConrRAct. 


Turning to our particular industries, I am pleased to advise 
you that we have secured the renewal of our important contract 
for meter repairs with the Australian Gas Light Company—the 
largest gas company in Australia—for a period of five years. 
This further evidence of courtesy and goodwill from a Com- 
pany whose work we have been privileged to undertake for 
many years past is particularly gratifying. 

You are doubtless aware that our interests in Australia are 
widely spread, and include, in addition to the manufacture of 
all kinds of meters, gas stoves, &c., the production of refrigera- 
tors, wireless sets, and a number of allied products. Our out- 
put of refrigerators amounts to over 50% of the total sales in 
Australia, and in order to maintain and develop this side of 
our business it has been necessary to seek the help of im- 
portant outside sales organizations. While, for reasons to which 
I alluded earlier in my remarks, there seems reason to antici- 
pate that Australia will find it necessary to continue to safe- 
guard her secondary industries, the repercussions of politics 
on protection cannot be disregarded. Your Directors have for 
some while past been seeking means to establish a sales or- 
ganization on such a scale and so constituted that we can not 
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only develop the market for our Australian products, but can— 
to such an extent as necessary—deal with imported goods. 

I am pleased to inform you that this aim has recently been 
achieved, and that the benefits to be anticipated from the closer 
and smoother working under the new organization were already 
in evidence before I left Australia. 


THe OUTLOOK. 


Speaking of the future, at our last meeting I advised you 
of what had been accomplished to date, but warned you that 
“‘the path of recovery is a painful and expensive matter,” and 
said that I hoped shareholders would not anticipate any spec- 
tacular performances. 

That position still holds. The ground to be covered may 
be a little wider than was originally anticipated and the time 
required correspondingly longer, but we are steadily moving 
towards our goal. 

The strenuous efforts that have been made by all our staff 
to produce new and improved products of greater efficiency and 
better finish are bearing fruit, but production in suitable quan- 
tities at reasonable prices and the marketing of the new pro- 
ducts all take time. 

Without stressing the point too much, I can assure you that 
in all the above particulars material progress has been made 
during the first four months of this year, and that the output 
of all our companies and subsidiaries shows definite improve- 
ment. 

The five and a-half months during which I have been absent 
from the country have been difficult and anxious ones, and I 
should not like to sit down without expressing my thanks and 
appreciation to Mr. William Parkinson and all my colleagues 
and the staff who have carried on so admirably here and _ to 
our Directors and staff in Australia whose able and untiring 
assistance contributed largely to such success as attended my 
visit to that country. 

The report and accounts were unanimously adopted. 


os 
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Corporation Undertakings’ Results 


Brighouse. 


The annual report of the Gas Committee shows that the gas 
sent out during the year amounted to 216,822,000 c. ft., being 
6,817,000 c.ft. more than last year, an increase of approximately 
34%. Following, as it does, an increase of 639 % last year, this 
is very satisfactory. The gas sold and used is 214,763,000 c.ft., 
being 12,625,000 c.ft. more than last year, an increase of 6 24%. 
The gas unaccounted for is 2,059,000 c.ft., which is 0°95% of 
the output. This low figure is mainly due to the change in 
the system of prepayment meter reading. The average make 
of gas per ton of coal carbonized was 14,295 c.ft. This includes 
573 c.ft. per ton as the equivalent of benzole removed. 


Burton-on-Trent. 


Presenting the annual report of the Burton-on-Trent Cor- 
poration Gas Undertaking, Alderman Giles (the Chairman) 
said the net profit for the year was £1,626, compared with 
£1,965 the previous year. Sales of gas showed a decrease of 
£1,036, but the sales of fittings were £82 higher. 


Heywood. ° 


The annual report for the year ended March 31, 1934, shows 
that the gross revenue amounted to £36,184, and the gross 
expenditure, less interest and sinking fund, was £26,058. This 
leaves a gross profit of £10,126. Including the £9,017 interest 
and sinking fund, there remains a net profit of £1,109, as against 
last year’s profit of £1,639. The total amount of capital ex- 
pended during the year was £1,728, which consisted of £1,334 
on prepayment meters and £394 for the extension of mains. 
The total quantity of gas manufactured was 793,652 therms, 
of which 93,465 therms was carburetted water gas. During 
the year 8,418 tons of coal have been carbonized, giving an 
average make per ton of 83°18, against 82°19 therms last year. 
The average calorific value of the gas supplied was 450 B.Th.U. 
(gross), the declared calorific po being 450 B.Th.U. The 
total sales of gas amounted to 706,815 therms, an increase of 
13°15° over 1933, which constitutes a record in the history of 
the undertaking. The quantity of coke sold was 1,932 tons, as 
against 2,357 tons in 1933, while the net receipts show a reduc- 
tion of £112. The receipts from tar have improved, being £470 
more than in 1933. Notwithstanding the trade depression the 
demand for modern apparatus of all types remains, and the 
volume of business carried through at the showroom compares 
favourably with former years. Apart from miscellaneous sales, 
orders have been taken for 205 cookers, 33 fires, 63 wash-boilers, 
114 water heaters, 199 irons, and 536 lighting units. 


Nelson. 


The expenditure on revenue account during the year has been 
£77,799, or £28 more than the estimated expenditure; while 
the income has been £109,530, or £5,759 less than the sum 
estimated. The result is a gross profit of £81,731, and a net 
profit of £6,898. The total estimated quantity of gas made 
during the year was 553,743,000 c.ft. The gross income from 


residuals and bye-products has been £13,656, as compared with 
£15,139 obtained the previous year, and ‘after deducting all the 
expenses of manufacture and handling of same, the net income 
from this source amounts to £11,504, as compared with £12,946 
last year, which gives a return of 9s. 9}d. per ton of coal car- 
bonized. The total estimated quantity of gas delivered during 
the year has been 553,856,000 c.ft., being a decrease of 19,049,000 
c.ft., or 3°33%, on the quantity delivered last year. There are 
now 17,744 consumers; 5,849 of these have ordinary meters, and 
11,895 are provided with prepayment meters, being an increase 
of 272 consumers during the year. The number of street lamps 
within. the Borough is now 1,649, and of these 1,082 are situated 
in front streets, and 567 in back streets. The gas consumption 
of these lamps amounted to 60,844,400 c.ft., compared with 
58,523,700 c.ft. consumed last year—an increase of 2,320,700 c.ft., 
or 3°96%. 


Rotherham. 


The quantity of gas sold during the year to March 81 last 
shows an increase of 111,697,000 c.ft., or 12°72%. In his report, 
Mr. J. T. Haynes, Engineer and Manager to the Department, 
states that the increase in the quantity of gas (crude and puri- 
fied) sold for industrial purposes shows that the industrial firms 
are satisfied that gas is the ideal fuel, provided the price makes 
it competitive with other fuels. Owing to the re-housing of 
the people, the appeal of the all-mains wireless set and the 
facilities offered by the Electricity Assisted Wiring Scheme, 
it is estimated that the Gas Department has lost during the 
year to electric lighting about 7 million c.ft, of gas. On the 
other hand, the use of gas for domestic heating shows an in- 
crease of 124 million c.ft. There is an enormous field for in- 
creased gas consumption in place of raw coal, and it is evident 
that householders are only too ready to use more and more gas, 
provided they can obtain the extra gas at competitive prices. 
After a comprehensive test, the Committee has put into full 
operation a two-part tariff system of charging for domestic gas, 
similar to the Electricity Committee’s rateable value system, 
and already many consumers are using gas completely in place 
of coal with advantage to themselves and to the Department. 
The financial statement shows an increase in revenue of £3,597, 
and an increase in expenditure of £1,779, the gross profit being 
£33,349. The sum of £24,822 has been paid for redemption of 
debt, interest charges, and income- tax, leaving a net profit 
of £8,527 compared with £5,623 last year. This has been allo- 
cated to the relief of rates (gas for public lighting), £4,126, 
and contributions to capital, £4,401, in accordance with the 
practice of the Department. 


St. Helens. 

The St. Helens Corporation Gas Department made a profit 
during the year ended March 381 last of £11,420. The Com- 
mittee has added this to their reserve fund which stands at 
£20,371. They are giving a contribution of £4,580 to the relief 
of the Borough rates. During last year the works made a 
record amount of gas—1,272,273,000 c.ft., an increase on the 
previous year of 88,939,500 c.ft. 
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No. 471 


SIMMANCE PATENT 


DEAD-BEAT 


PRESSURE and VACUUM RECORDERS 


In addition to these standard forms there are a number 
of modifications and special forms, with larger or 
smaller charts, and also for differential pressure. 


Standard ranges extend from .5"'-0-.5"" W.G. to 400 Ibs. 
per square inch pressure. 


Enquiries for special applications and special ranges 
are invited. 
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ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., LTD., WESTMINSTER, S.W.| 
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Stock Market Report. 
(For Stock and Share List, see later page.] 


The chief feature of Stock Exchange affairs last week was the 
sharp recovery in gilt-edged securities, and quotations at the 
close, in some cases, reached the highest point so far this year. 
In most of the other sections business was somewhat hesitant 
and prices fluctuated, though the strength of Imperial Chemical 
ordinary stock was a notable exc eption in the Industrial market. 
In the Foreign market Germany’s declaration of a six months’ 
moratorium on interest payments naturally led to a set-back 
in the bonds of that country; the prices of French and 
Brazilian bonds, on the other hand, showed substantial im- 
provements on the week. Home rails after a good start reacted 
later, and some disappointment over the latest dividend 
announcements led to dull conditions in the Kaffir market. 

There were no outstanding features in the Gas market, and, 
with the exception of Gas Light, Imperial Continental, and 
South Metropolitan ordinaries, in which a large number of 
transactions was recorded, the volume of business was compara- 
tively light. Despite this, however, it will be seen in the Stock 
and Share List that several small upward price movements 
took place, especially among the stocks of the Provincial com- 
panies, while on the London Exchange, South Metropolitan, 
Tottenham, and Wandsworth ordinaries again advanced. Other 
than the usual ea interest markings at this time of the year 
the only reduction occurred in European, which dropped 1 
to 123}. 

The report and accounts of the Plymouth and Stonehouse 
Gas Light and Coke Company for the year to March 31 last 
show that the Company has had a very successful year’s work- 
ing. The report states that the sale of gas (exclusive of public 
lighting) showed a gratifying increase, while the sale of appli- 
ances constituted a record in the history of the Company. 
The dividend is maintained at 8% per annum, the rate paid 
since 1928-29, and, after providing for this and the dividends 
on the additional and new shares at 13s. 6d. and 13s. respec- 
tively, the carry- forward is a trifle higher at £23,958. The 
Company’s stock is now quoted ex div. at 166}, and at this 
price the yield works out at £4 16s. 1d.° 


—_— 
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Current Sales of Gas Products. 


The London Market for Tar Products. 
Lonpon, June 18. 
In the tar products market, pitch is slightly firmer at 58s. 
to 60s. per ton f.o.b., and creosote is not less than 4d. per gallon. 
Refined tar is 4d. to 43d. per gallon in bulk at makers’ 





works. 
Pure toluole is 2s. 4d. to 2s. 5d.; pure benzole, Is. 9d. to 
Is. 10d.; 95/160 solvent naphtha, ls. 7d. to Is. 8d.; pyridine 


is scarce, and the 90/160 quality is quoted at 7s. to 7s. 6d.—all 
per gallon naked at makers’ works. 


Tar Products in the Provinces. 
June 18. 

The average prices of gas-works products during the week 
were: Gas-works tar, 25s. to 30s.; Pitch—East Coast, 55s. 
to 57s. 6d. f.o.b. West Coast—Manchester Liverpool, Clyde. 
55s. to 57s. 6d.* Toluole, naked, North, 2s. to 2s. 1d. 
Coal-tar crude naphtha, in bulk, North, 6}d. to 63d. Solvent 
naphtha, naked, North, Is. 5d. to 1s. 6d. Heavy naphtha, North, 
10d. to 11d. Creosote, ex works, in bulk. North. liauid and 
salty, 31d. to 34d.; low gravity, 31d. to 3}d.; Scotland, 33d. to 
3gd. Heavy oils, in bulk, North, 33d. to 44d. Carbolic acid, 60’s, 
2s. to 2s. 13d. Naphthalene, £10 to £11. Salts, 55s. to 75s., 
bags included. Anthracene, “‘A’”’ quality, 23d. to 3d. per 
minimum 40%, purely nominal; “‘ B”’ quality, unsalable. 





* All prices for pitch are now quoted on the basis of f.o.b. In order to 
arrive at the f.a.s. value at any port it will be necessary to deduct the loading 
costs and the tolls whatever they may be. 


Tar Products in Scotland. 
Giascow, June 16. 

Orders are not numerous, but, on the whole, prices are well 
held. In certain cases prompt supplies are still definitely scarce. 

Crude gas-works tar.—The actual value is 35s. to 87s. per 
ton ea works. 

Pitch.—Little or no interest is yet being taken in this for 
shipment next season, and prices are, therefore, nominal at 45s. 
to 47s. 6d. per ton f.o.b. Glasgow for export. Value for home 
trade is still 42s. 6d. to 45s. per ton ex works in bulk. 

Refined tar cortinues active, and quotations are unchanged at 
31d. to 33d. per gallon ex works naked, according to quantity. 
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Creosote oil.—Prices are well maintained and prompt supplies 
of best grades are difficult to secure. B.E.S.A. Specification 
oil is 4d. to 44d. per gallon; low gravity, 43d. to 43d. per 
gallon; and neutral oil, 44d. to 43d. per gallon—all f.o.r. in 
bulk. 

Cresylic acid.—Buyers are well covered, so that little or no 
new business is being placed. Pale, 97/99%, 1s. 23d. to 1s. 33d. 
per gallon; dark, 97/99%, 1s. to 1s. 1d. per gallon; and pale, 
99/100%, 1s. 4d. to Is. 5d. per gallon—all f.o.r. in buyers’ 
packages. 

Crude naphtha is only available in small quantities at 4jd. 
to 53d. per gallon, according to quality and quantity. 

Solvent naphtha.—90/160 grade is easy at Is. 4d. to Is. 43d. 
per gallon, while 90/190 grade is purely nominal at round 8d. 
per gallon. 

Motor benzole remains difficult in this 
called 1s. 6d. per gallon ex works. 





area, with value 


Pyridines are unobtainable locally. 90/160 grade is now 
valued at 5s. 6d. to 6s. per gallon, and 90/140 grade at 6s. 6d. 


to 7s. per gallon. 


Benzole Prices. 


These are considered to be the market prices for benzole at 
the present time: 


s. d, s. d. 
Crude benzole . . . 0 g to © 9g per gallon at works 
Motor a > « 2 Re oe She - = - 
90% " - + «+ FT 4 ow I 48 ” ” » 
Pure in oe ee’ & ee ee a Se 
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Trade Notes. 


Messrs. Kirkham, Hulett, & Chandler, Ltd. 

The Haslemere Gas Company has placed an order with 
Messrs. Kirkham, Hulett, & Chandler, Ltd., Norfolk House, 
Strand, for one of their patent 2 ft. 6 in. spiral centrifugal 
washers for ammonia extraction. 





Contracts Advertised To-Day. 








Coal. 


Bakewell Urban District Council. 
Clitheroe Corporation. [p. 872.] 
Fleetwood Gas Company. [p. 872. 


[p. 872.] 


Station Meter. 
Cowes Gas Department. [p. 872.] 
Vertical Retorts. 


Stratford-upon-Avon Gas Department. 


[p. 872.] 





Gas Acts (1920 and 1929) Orders. 


Dursley Gas Light and Coke Company, Ltd. 


This Company are to apply to the Board of Trade for powers 
to extend their limits of gas supply to include the parishes of 
Slimbridge and Coaley, and for other purposes. 


—_ 





Gas Companies’ Results in 1933. 
Bideford. 


The profit of the Bideford Gas and Coke Company for the 
year ended March 31, 1934, is £5,304, which, added to the 
amount brought forward of £2,695, makes a total of £7,999. 
After providing for interest on debentures, accrued preference 
dividend, bank and interest charges, and a proportion of the 
cost of the 1930 and 1932 Orders there remains a balance avail- 
able for distribution of £4,399. The Directors recommend the 
payment of a final dividend of 8% on the original shares and 
64% on the additional shares, making for the whole year: 
144° % per annum on the original shares and 113% per annum 
on the additional shares. This payment will absorb £1,982, 
leaving to be carried forward to next year’s account £2,418. In 
order to make provision for the bank overdraft and for the 
purchase and linking up of the Torrington Undertaking further 
capital was required. In June, 1938, an issue of £18,500 4}° 
de bentures was made, and this realized £18,600. The holders 
of the old debentures, with the exception of one £100 bond 
which was repaid, agreed to convert to the new issue. An 
issue of £12,000 5°% cumulative preference shares has also been 
made, and this realized £13,928. 
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Copies of our publi- 
cations, ‘‘ Results in 
Glover-West Vertical 


Retorts,” ‘‘ Features 
of the Glover-West 
System,” ‘* Steaming 


in Vertical Retorts,” 
and “The West Lip. 
bucket Conveyor”’ 
will gladly be sent on 
request. 





GLOVER - WEST 


CONTINUOUS VERTICAL RETORTS 
@ 


WEST VERTICAL 


SEMI -INTERMITTENT CHAMBERS 


WEST 


FUEL-HANDLING & GRADING PLANT 











Designed, Manufactured, and Erected by 


West’s Gas IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, LTD. 


MILES PLATTING, MANCHESTER 10 


TELEPHONE : COLLYHURST 2961 (4 LINES) TELEGRAMS : STOKER MANCHESTER 
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STOCK AND SHARE LIST. COMPANY NOTICES. 


Official Quotations on the London and Provincial Stock Exchanges. "THE GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 
xe eettiamitaiiass -- rr OTICE is Hereby Given that the 
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6,709,895 | Stk. | Feb. 19 5 7 South Met. Ord. _... 182-186 =| «= +2 | «| 188—186 . 

1,135,812 |, ns 6 | 6 Do. 6 p-c.Irred. Pf, | 140-145 =| =. | 148-144 , 
850,000, ., - 4; 4 Do. 4 p.c. Irred. Pf. | 108—107 ms 

a , Jan. 8 8 | 8 — 44 .c. Deb Se 8 } ee ane 
000,000 am Jan. 22 5 | 6 te) 5 p.c. Red. Deb. ox } eo 
209,820 a Mar. 5 8% | 8% South Shields Con. ... 166—168¢ | +1 Re HE BRITISH GAS PURIFYING 

1,548,795 ws Feb. 19 6 | 6 (South Suburban Ord. 5 p.c. 180—183 ae 188—185} MATERIALS CO, LTD 
512,825 . ~ 5 6 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. | 118—123 a a , 

800,000 - ed - 4 Do. 4 p.c. Pref. i aA Sa | “as 99, LonpoN Roap, LEICESTER, 
868,837 am June 11 5 5 Do. : p.c. Deb, | 119-124 — | eve Telegrams : Telephone: 
100,000 |, - 4 4 Do. 4 p.c- Deb. | 162—107* = oe ‘* BRIPURIMAT, LEICESTER.” LEICESTER 59086. 
647,740 és Mar. 5 5 5 Southampt’n Ord. [oe max.| 109—114 ee oa 
pnd o June 11 ‘ ‘ . Do a x. . 7. Deb. a % ms 
, Mar. 5 5 | CO wansea p.c. Re re - | ove 
Seas: dime |] ie ae Ree |S | SE | age | ROTTER HAINES, & CORBETT 
1,076, Mar. 5 | 6% | 6 ottenham an istrict Ord. — } 538— 
409,835, a 6 | 54 | Do 54 p.c. Pref. ... a ose 129—181 BRETTEL’S ESTATE 
62,235 we ft Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... - | | oes 
= 3 June 11 4 4 Do. “ See << = a —— | 100 FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKS 
85,701 * Apl. 9 6 6 |Tuscan, Ltd. 6p c. Re Db. — oo aa 
yor wt Mar. 5] 9 7 bs nee &e., 5 — _- 4 a 4 “ STOURS RIDGE 
: - ” | 6 5 5 p.c. Pre . a mF see Manufacturers of GAS RETORTS, GLASSHOUSE 

1,822,220 “ Mar. 5 | 1 | 7 lwentewesth Consolidated 157—162 +1 a FURNACE & BLAST FURNACE BRICKS, LUMPS, 

ae | tn | : } ; ~ + = ef. ... ° - = 1223-1289 TILES, and every Description of FIRE BRICKS, 

’ ’ ” une . _ oes 
158,400 7 ‘Mar. 5 5 69 (Winchester W. &G. 5p. c. Con.| 115—120 — Sisal Special Lumps, age BAY for Regenerative and 
Quotations at:—a.—Bristol. 6.—Liverpool. ¢.— Nottingham. d.—Newcastle. ¢. —Sheffield. /f.—The SuHipMENTs PRoMPTLY AND CAREFULLY EXECUTED. 


quotation is per £1 of stock. g.—Paid £8, including 10s. on 5 of back dividends. * Ex.div. t Paid 


free of income-tax. t For year: Lonpow Orricz: E. C. Brown & Co., 


LeADENHALL Cuampers, 4, St, Mary Axz, E.C, 
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The Sergeant 
Shows some 
Specialities 





Institute a search for missing therms with 

the A. &. M. DRY TEST METER. It 

helped one Gas Engineer to reduce his 
leakage from 12°8% to 6°16%. 


Detailed particulars on request. 


ALDER ¢ MACKAY 


MAKE METERS OF METICULOUS MEASUREMENT. 














ALDER & MACKAY LTID.,EDINBURGH, LONDON & BRADFORD 








“Empire,” “Emperor,” & “Rex” 
GAS WATER HEATERS 


—— are all close allies of 
we THERM 


and help you to 
correct 
Tepid Taps and Cold 
Corners 














‘“REX"’ Gas-fired Boiler Plant for Central 
Heating, having an output of 2,000,000 
B.Th U. hourly 











THOMAS POTTERTON (HEATING ENGINEERS) LTD. 


CAVENDISH WORKS, RAVENSWOOD ROAD, BALHAM, LONDON, S.W.12 


Telegrams: Potterton, Bal, London 





Telephone: Baiham 1244.5-6 














